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7:00 – 7:30  
Azalea A  

Meeting for First Time Conferees 
Facilitator: Ann Carneal Murphy, Barry University 

EXHIBITS OPEN 
 8:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

7:00 – 8:00 
Jasmine 

FRA DELEGATES ASSEMBLY AND LEADERSHIP 
BREAKFAST 
Presiding: Janey Adams, FRA President 

8:15-9:45 Third General Session  
Third General 
Session 
 Citrus 
Ballroom 

Speaker:  Timothy V. Rasinski 
Topic:  Reading Fluency:  Key to Successful 
Reading 

10:00-11:15 Secondary Reading Council of Florida (SRCF) 
Breakfast  
Special 
Interest 
Group 
Coquina 
 6-12 

Secondary Reading Council of Florida  
Speaker:  James Dean, Innovative Learning Group 
Topic: Thinking Maps - Tools for Learning 
Sponsored by the Innovative Learning Group 

10:00 – 12:00  Two-hour Concurrent Sessions 
Featured 
Speaker 
Siesta/Biscayne 

Energizing Your Classroom 
Speaker: William McBride, Educational Consultant, author 
of Entertaining an Elephant 

Daytona 
K-3 

Comprehend Comprehension:  Build the Reading 
Comprehension Skills Students Need to Succeed 
Speaker: Erika M. Simono, Consultant, Saxon Publishers  

Paradise 
K-6 

Saddle Up and Ride Into Literature-Supported 
Curriculum 
Speakers: Catherine M. Murphy, Erika Beagle, Dawn Gould, 
Jami Kilpatrick, Kelly McCarter, Charles Quirk, Kathryn M. 
Rush, Rose Sousa, and Tessa Thompson, Students, UCF  

Cocoa 
PreK-3 

Integrate the FRA Children’s Book Award Winner 
Across Your Classroom Curriculum 
Speaker: Shannon M. Ayrish, W.T. Moore Elementary 
School, Leon County  

Oleander A  
K-6 

Cues and Clues for Building Good Learners 
Speakers: Teresa Heidger, Beth Stevens, and Rachel 
Chappell, Sarasota County Schools 

 

10:00 – 11:00 Featured Author/Speaker Sessions 
Featured 
Author 
 Oleander B 
K-12 

Math Literacy—The Next Frontier 
Speaker: Greg Tang, author of Math Appeal and The 
Grapes of Math 

Featured 
Author 
Cedar/Marathon 
K-12 

Picture Books as a Springboard to Literacy 
Activities 
Speaker: Steven L. Layne, author of Thomas’s Sheep and 
the Great Geography Test, The Teachers’ Night Before 
Christmas, and My Brother Dan’s Delicious  

Featured 
Authors 
Madeira 
 K-8 

Creating Readers with Poetry and Song 
Speakers: Nile Stanley, author of Creating Readers with 
Poetry, University of North Florida, Maupin House 
Publishing and  Gary Dulabaum, author of My Teacher 
Rides a Harley, Maupin House Publishing, Amber Circle 
Music 

10:00 – 11:00 One-hour Concurrent Sessions 
Ormond 
K-3 

The Importance of Nonfiction in Early Reading 
Speaker: Shannon Cannon, Coughlan Publishing 

Venice 
1-6 

Understanding Fluency and How It Impacts Readers’ 
Comprehension 
Speaker: Halle Smith, Curriculum Advisor, Pearson Learning 
Group 

Clearwater 
4-6 

Karate Writing 
Speaker: Tom Bergbower, Alachua County 

Longboat 
K-6 

Stumbling Blocks to Building Blocks:  Vocabulary 
in the Content Areas 
Speakers: Karen R. Coates and Patricia A. Lance, Watson and 
Garden Grove Elementary Schools, Polk County  

Largo 
2-8 

Best Practices and Latest Research for Teaching 
Spelling 
Speaker: Margaret M. Trauernicht, Consultant, Zaner-Bloser 
Educational Publishers  

Azalea A 
K-5 

Oakshire’s Exemplary Reading Program  (Winner of 
2003-2004 IRA Exemplary Reading Program 
Award)  
Speakers: Ilia B. Adorno, Corrine C. Grady, and Ella M. 
Shanks, Oakshire Elementary School, Orange County  

Azalea B 
K-3 

Word Walls that Work—Beyond Your Imagination! 
Speaker: Kristin M. Boerger, K-3 Reading Coach, Valrico, FL 
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 11:15 – 12:15 Featured Author/Speaker Sessions 
Featured 
Speaker 
Oleander B 
K-6 

Constructivist Word Learning 
Speaker: Timothy V. Rasinski, author of The Fluent Reader:  
Oral Reading Strategies for Building Word Recognition, 
Fluency, and Comprehension  

Featured 
Author 
Azalea A/B 
K-6 

Writing and Listening to Kids’ Points of View:  How 
to Write Nonfiction Books About Their State 
Speaker: Carol Crane  

 11:15 – 12:15 One-hour Concurrent Sessions 
Ormond 
3-8 

High-Return Nonfiction Vocabulary Strategies 
Speaker: Shannon Cannon, Coughlan Publishing 

Venice 
4-8 

Voice Whizardry:  Helping Kids Find the Magic of 
Personal Writing Voice 
Speaker: S. Maitland Schrecengost, Mauphin House Publishing 

Madeira 
1-6 

TECST II:  Teachers Exploring Comprehension 
STrategies, Phase II  
Speakers: Karri Williams, Dianne Corbridge, Linda Garrett, 
Suzanne Rogers, and Beth Warren, University of Central 
Florida and Brevard County Schools  

Clearwater 
K-5 

Making It Real With School-Published Books 
Speaker: Kay L. Scott, Reading Coach, Hillsborough County  

Longboat 
K-6 

Toying With Writing:  Mini-Lessons for a Kid’s 
World 
Speaker: Teri Mitchell, Consultant, Venetia, PA  

Cedar 
K-3 

Secret Stories—Cracking the Reading Code! 
Speaker: Katherine E. Garner, Author, The Secret Stories  

Marathon 
4-8 

Bringing Authors Into Your Classroom via Online 
Technology 
Speaker: Nick Glass, TeachingBooks.net 

Largo 
K-8 

Meeting the Reading Challenge:  Power Reading for 
ALL Students 
Speakers: Joyce Muller, Vicki Reed, Grace Howland, Penny 
Jadwin, and Connie Schaffer, Orange County Public Schools 

 
12:30-2:00 Book & Author Luncheon 
Book & Author 
Luncheon 
Jasmine/Magnolia 

Author:  Sharon M. Draper 
Topic:  Literacy, Laughter, and Learning 

1:00 – 3:00 Two-hour Concurrent Sessions 
Ormond 
6-12 

Creating a Literacy and Academic Content 
Achievement Plan for Departmentalized Middle      
and High Schools 
Speaker: Harry Stein, Ramapo Indian Hills Regional High 
School District, Franklin Lakes, New Jersey 

Daytona 
7-12 

Powerful Reading Strategies for Any Discipline 
Speaker: Betty W. Hollas, author, Staff Development for 
Educators 

Paradise 
4-6 It’s the Process That Counts:  IDEAS For Any 

Reading Program 
Speakers: Stacey J. Brown, Melinda Jones, and Giselle 
Rodriguez, Riverland Elementary School, Broward County 

Cocoa 
K-5 

Improving Vocabulary and Building Background 
Knowledge in Students With Weak  Vocabularies and 
Limited Language Experiences 
Speaker: Janet C. Doolin, Palm River Elementary School, 
Hillsborough County 

Coquina 
3-10 

Ms. Independent—Organizing Schools and Districts 
for Reading Achievement 
Speakers: Jane Hileman and Gaeton Zorzi, The 100 Book 
Challenge 

1:00 – 2:00 Featured Speaker/Author Sessions 
Featured 
Speaker 
Oleander A 
K-12 

Story Power:  Hooking Kids with Humor and Action 
Speaker: Bruce Hale, author of the Chet Gecko Series  

Featured 
Authors 
Madeira 
 K-8 

Creating Readers with Poetry and Song 
Speakers Nile Stanley and  Gary Dulabaum,  

1:00-2:00 One-hour Concurrent Sessions 
Venice 
K-12 

Monitoring for Success!  Looking at Effective 
Measures That Can Improve Your Reading Coach 
Model 
Speakers: Linda M. Marshall, Debbie Battles, and Catherine 
Tedesco, School District of Palm Beach County   
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Madeira 
3-8 

Comprehension Instruction for ALL Students 
Speakers: Susan Cardaci, Nancy Morhack, Penny Jadwin, Julie 
Paradise and Connie Schaffer, Orange County Public Schools  

Clearwater 
K-6 

Creating an Authentic Audience:  Preservice 
Teachers as Authors 
Speaker: Karen S. Kelley, Graduate Assistant, University of 
South Florida  

Longboat 
PreK-1 

Learning Letters Should Be As Easy As ABC:  The 
Early Literacy and Learning Model’s        Approach 
to Alphabet Instruction 
Speakers: Bronwyn McLemore and Janice Wood, University of 
North Florida  

Cedar 
4-10 

FCAT Reading on the Web:  A Staff Development 
Tool 
Speakers: Michael Sweeney and Susan Holtzworth, University 
of South Florida      .  

Marathon 
K-4 

Nonfiction:  Learning About the World and All 
That’s In It! 
Speaker: Kirstin Paige Jerome, Consultant, National 
Geographic  

Largo 
K-5 

The Winning Way via the Brain Train 
Speaker: Steve E. Hawes, Stanley Switlik Elementary School, 
Monroe County  

Azalea A 
4-8 

Rubric-Based Instruction in Writing:  A Formula for 
Success 
Speaker: Margaret M. Trauernicht, Consultant, Zaner-Bloser 
Educational Publishers 

Azalea B 
4-6 

Improve FCAT Scores With Legible Handwriting 
Speaker: Diane Wheeler, Consultant, Zaner-Bloser Educational 
Publishers 

2:15 – 3:15 One-hour Concurrent Sessions 
Venice 
K-12 

Vocabulary Strategies That Work 
Speakers: Ann Carneal Murphy and Nancy Masztal, Barry 
University  

Madeira 
6-12 

How to Excite Readers to Write and Writers to 
Read 
Speaker: Swanee F. Ballman, Jawbone Publishing Corp. 

Clearwater 
K-6 

Cues and Clues for Building Good Learners 
Speakers: Teresa Heidger, Beth Stevens, and Rachel 

Chappell, Sarasota County Schools  
Siesta/Biscayne 
K-3 

Secret Stories—Cracking the Reading Code! 
Speaker: Katherine E. Garner, Author, The Secret Stories  

Longboat 
K-6 

Toying With Writing Too/Two:  More Mini-
Lessons for a Kid’s World 
Speaker: Teri Mitchell, Consultant, Venetia, PA  

Cedar 
K-2 

Lasso Your Elementary Readers with Fun, 
Rousing Activities  
Speakers: Kelli M. Heath and Anne Draper, Media 
Specialists, John E. Ford Elementary School and St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Day School, Duval County  

Marathon 
K-12 

The Pink and Blue of Learning 
Speakers: Artis M. Gray, Ellen Supran, and Velma Papier, 
Barry University  

Largo 
K-5 

Awakening the Visual Learner 
Speaker: Lisa A. Ciganek, Rodney B. Cox Elementary 
School, Pasco County  

Azalea A 
K-12 

Notable Books for a Global Society 
Speakers: Linda Leonard Lamme, Ruth McKoy Lowery, 
Nancy Rankie Shelton, and Be Astengo, University of 
Florida, Towson University, and Alachua County Library   
District  

Azalea B 
3-12 

Book Clubs and Discussion Groups:  Motivating 
Kids to Read 
Speakers: Liz Knowles and Martha Smith, Pine Crest School, 
Boca Raton 

Oleander A 
K-8 

Transforming Reluctant Writers into Self-reflective 
Writers 
Speaker: Francine C. Guastello and Claire R. Lenz, St. John’s 
University and St. Joseph’s College, New York 

 3:30-5:30 Fourth General Session  
Fourth General 
Session 
Citrus Ballroom 
  

Speaker:  William McBride, National Educational 
Consultant; author of Entertaining an Elephant 
Topic:  Hold Fast to Dreams 

  
7:30 – 9:00 pm 
Jasmine/Magnolia

Authors' Tales Around the Campfire 
Host:  Nile “Crocodile” Stanley 

 


